
 

 

aspirations through democrati-
cally controlled enterprises. 
 
Co-operatives operate under 
certain principles, which 
make them different from 
other business, such as: Open 
and Voluntary Membership; 
Co-operation among Co-
operatives; Democratic Con-
trol; Education, Training & 
Information; Members Eco-
nomic participation; Auton-
omy & Independence; Con-
cern for Community. 
 
Friendly Societies – The 
Friendly Societies Act makes 
provision for registration of  
three (3) types of entities with 
membership of not less than 
twenty-one persons.  These 
are:Friendly Societies, Be-
nevolent Societies, Specially 
Authorized Societies. 
 
For further details see  
www.dcfsjamaica.org 
or email 
dcfs@cwjamaica.com  

The Department of Co-
operatives and Friendly So-
cieties (DCFS) was estab-
lished in 1950 and is a Divi-
sion of the Ministry of Indus-
try, Investment and Com-
merce. Its primary function is 
to execute regulation and su-
pervisory function of the Co-
operative and Friendly Socie-
ties Movements through the 
administration and enforce-
ment of the Co-operatives So-
cieties Act (1950) and 
Friendly Societies Act (1966). 
 
The DCFS is headed by a 
Registrar, employs 47 persons 
and its Head Office is located 
at 2 Musgrave Avenue King-
ston 10; with sub-offices in 
Montego Bay, St. James and 
Mandeville, Manchester. 

The key functions of the 
Department are as follows: 
 
Regulation of the Societies 
and their rules, Inspection and 
supervision, Certification of 
Annual Audits, Investigation 
into irregularities, Settlement 
of Disputes by Arbitration, 
Conducting Inquires, effect-
ing Cancellations and Disso-
lutions. 
 
Additionally , the Department 
monitors and assists the de-
velopment of the Co-
operative and Friendly Socie-
ties Movements in keeping 
with government policy (see 
Co-operative and Friendly 
Societies Acts at 
www.moj.gov.jm) 
 
Co-operatives – These are 
autonomous associations of 
not less than 10 persons, 
united voluntarily to meet 
their common economic, so-
cial and cultural needs and 

Paulette had a near miss when the 
taxi she was travelling in from 
Ochi Rios to Kingston crashed 
into a tree when the driver tried 
to evade the police. She was 
upset, frightened and her wig that 
she had on her head earlier was 
now nowhere to be found. 

To add to her worries she heard a 
lady cry out “No cup nuh bruk 
nuh caffey nuh dash weh”. 
 
What does this Jamaican proverb 
mean? 
 
If the cup isn’t broken then the 
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coffee hasn’t spilled - meaning if 
you survive a tragedy unharmed 
then all is well. 
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® (for a registered trade-
mark). 

 
Mr. Clarence Frater has 
been employed in the 
Public Service for over 
twenty years and is 
currently the Adminis-
trator in the Commerce 
Unit at MIIC.       
                                   
He has played an active 
role within the Jamaica  
Civil Service Associa-

Mr. Frater attended Man-
chester High School and 
MIND/UWI. 
 
He admits that admini-
stration was not his first 
love. It was Industrial 
Relations that was his 
passion, nevertheless he 
has grown to appreciate 
the fact that  Administra-
tion allows him to use his 
initiative and most of all 
it allows him to demon-
strate how a true profes-
sional public employee 
should operate in the in-
terest of the public. 
 
He is truly an asset to this 
Ministry and an inspira-

tion in his department                                                    
 
His words of advice to 
his fellow co-workers are 
“always show love and 
respect to everyone and 
most of all tell yourself 
that you can make a dif-
ference”. 

tion (JCSA) serving 
twenty years as a mem-
ber, fifteen years as a 
general council member 
and nine years as an ex-
ecutive member. Work 
aside, who is Mr. Cla-
rence Frater really?  
 
Mr. Frater is married 
with two children; a 
daughter and a son. He is 
an avid sports fan. He 
describes himself as a 
confident, honest and 
professional person who 
believes that you must 
first believe in yourself 
and be honest and true to 
yourself and others at all 
times.  
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“Professionalism is 
Not the job you Do, 
it’s HOW you DO 

the job”. 

 
“Perseverance is the 
hard work you do af-
ter you get tired of 

doing the hard work 
you already did” - 

Newt Gingrich 
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Abstinence is the best remedy. 
However it is seemly impossible 
to practice in today’s world, with 
regards to the use of computers 
and the Internet.  
 
The following safety tips by Lyn-
ette A. Battaglia, United States 
Attorney for the District of Mary-
land, should prove useful in se-
curing your child/children when 
online.  
 
Become computer literate and 
be actively involved in your chil-

dren's online experiences. 
 
Tell children to report anything 
they come across online that seems 
strange or makes them uncomfort-
able especially if they are ever 
asked personal questions or invited 
to personal meetings. 
 
Tell children to report to you sug-
gestive, obscene or threatening e-
mail or bulletin board messages. 
Forward copies to your ISP 
(Internet Service Provider) and 
insist they help to deal with the 
problem. 
 
Be concerned if children mention 
adults you don't know, become 
sensitive, or appear to have inap-
propriate sexual knowledge. 

Help children understand 
that online users may not be 
who they claim to be or who 
they seem to be. Get to know 
your children's Internet 
friends. 
 
Don't allow children to 
spend long periods of time on 
the computer, especially at 
nights. 
 
Use screening software.  
 
Place computers in high-
traffic areas, not a child's 
room. 
 
Very important - Post the 
Internet Safety Rules for 
Kids by your computer.  

6. Check your brake fluid 
7. Check your power steering 
fluid 
8. Check your transmission 
fluid 
 

A FEW WAYS TO SAVE  
ON GAS 

 
Fill up with a lower-octane 
gasoline. Buy the lowest grade 
or octane of gasoline that is 
appropriate for your car. 
Unless your car requires pre-
mium gasoline, filling up your 
car with high-octane fuel is a 
waste of money. That pricey 
premium fuel won't boost 
your car's fuel economy or 

performance in the least, so 
skip it. 
 
Pump up your tires. Don't get 
caught driving on under inflated 
tires. Under inflated tires wear 
down more quickly and they also 
lower your car's gas mileage.  
 
Tighten up that gas cap. Gas 
will evaporate from your car's gas 
tank if it has an escape.  
 
* Remember, these are general 
guidelines. As always, refer to 
your Owner’s Manual for 
specific recommendations for 
your car. 

Follow the suggested steps 
below to keep your car in 
top running shape. 
 
CHECK YOUR FAN BELT 
EVERY OIL CHANGE 
(approx. every 3,000 MILES), 
as well as; 
 
1. Change your oil and oil  
     filter 
2. Add an oil treatment to 
your motor oil 
3. Clean your fuel injectors 
with a commercial cleaner 
fluid 
4. Check your fan belt 
5. Check your hoses and cool-
ing system 
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Selection of the winning ticket - Dian Davidson 
(winner) of an internal staff prize giveaway, 
Pauline Anderson - SWC Representative, and a 
regular visitor to the Ministry who was requested 
to select the ticket on our behalf. 

Surprise Win for the Person who sold the most 

tickets - Miss Denise Wilson. 
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